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The Roles and Responsibilities for the Mission of BMS World Mission (“BMS”) and The Lawyers’ Christian Fellowship (“LCF”)
The LCF, although not a mission organisation, has helped to coordinate teams travelling to East Africa for 10 years and thankfully, as far as we are aware, there have been no major incidents. BMS is a Christian mission organisation, working in around 40 countries on four continents. It was founded in 1792 and has been sending out long, medium and short-term workers, teams and volunteers for many years. It has longstanding relationships with partner organisations, umbrella mission agencies and local church unions in the countries in which it works. 

BMS will be making the arrangements for travel to Africa and in relation to the time spent in Uganda (the first two weeks of the mission). However, BMS excludes liability for personal injury or death suffered by you as a result of: events outside its control or the control of the officially appointed leadership; actions by any team member at variance with the BMS Code of Conduct (enclosed); actions by any team member deemed illegal according to the law of the host country; and action by any team member in contravention with the instructions of BMS. BMS asks you to accept that there will be no liability on the part of BMS resulting from your death or any injury which you may suffer during the course of your service on the team in countries where there is instability, civil disorder, guerrilla military activity or rebellion. You are in effect being asked to voluntarily place yourself in a situation of potential risk of injury or death.

As to the Kenya leg of the trip, the arrangements will be made by CLEAR (Christian Legal Education Aid and Research), which is a project of the Kenya Christian Lawyers’ Fellowship, and Philemon Foundation which is a prison ministry based in Kenya (“host organisations”). BMS, the LCF and the host organisations are assisting in making the travel arrangements with the relevant airlines, coach providers and providers of accommodation and you authorise them to do so on your behalf. We will keep you informed about these arrangements, the costs involved, whom to pay and when in relation to the various parts of the trip and we will endeavour to keep within the estimates we have given to you. Subject to any liability which cannot be excluded by law, none of BMS, the LCF or the host organisations accept any liability in relation to the provision of these arrangements.
Any advice or decisions of BMS, LCF, the host organisations or those leading the team in Africa at any stage of the mission are not binding on participants and should not be relied upon by team members. Team members are required individually to make their own assessment of all risks to their safety and rely entirely on that assessment for their itinerary, conduct and any activities they might be involved in during the Mission. The LCF adopts the BMS exclusion of liability for death or personal injury in its entirety (see above paragraph). The LCF also excludes liability for any loss or damage which might occur during the course of the Mission.

It is planned that the leaders of the team and the host organisations in Uganda, throughout the Mission, perform risk assessments (with reference to health, safety and security), taking into account the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (“FCO”) travel advice. These risk assessments may assist participants in making their assessment of the risks to their safety and they may wish to take them into consideration.

BMS, the LCF and the host organisations also exclude liability for any loss or damage which might occur during the course of the Mission There is insurance cover for participants in the Mission. The insurance cover for all five weeks has been organised through BMS and is a standard form of insurance used for all their short-term teams. This includes cover for personal injury, medical expenses, belongings and equipment, money, disruption and personal liability (further details of what is / is not covered can be found in the enclosed document, ‘BMS – Travel Insurance Policy Summary’). If you wish to extend or increase the cover you must seek your own independent broker’s advice.
